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ABSTRACT 

This study examines the representation of neocoloniality in the literary works of Amitav Ghosh, focusing 

on how his narratives reinterpret history, identity, and global interconnectedness in the postcolonial era. 

Through close textual analysis of works such as The Shadow Lines, Sea of Poppies, and The Great 

Derangement, the paper explores how Ghosh blends historical realism with imaginative storytelling to 

challenge dominant historical narratives and reveal continuing structures of colonial power. His writings 

foreground cross-cultural encounters, transnational histories, and the lingering effects of imperialism 

within contemporary social and ecological contexts. Particular attention is given to the way his narratives 

connect postcolonial identity with global concerns such as migration, environmental crisis, and cultural 

displacement. Situated within the framework of Postcolonial Studies, the study argues that Ghosh’s work 

reconfigures literary discourse by integrating historical memory, ecological awareness, and global 

perspectives, thereby offering critical insights into the cultural and political dynamics of the neocolonial 

world. 

Keywords: Neocoloniality, Postcolonial Literature, Narrative Strategies, Climate Discourse, Cross-

Cultural Encounters. 

 
I.     INTRODUCTION 

Amitav Ghosh is widely recognized as one of the most influential contemporary Indian writers 

whose works explore the historical, cultural, and political legacies of colonialism. His fiction often 

addresses themes such as migration, identity formation, global trade networks, and environmental 

change, situating individual narratives within broader historical processes. Born in Kolkata in 1956, 

Ghosh completed his early education in India before pursuing higher studies at the University of 

Delhi and later earning a doctoral degree in Social Anthropology from the University of Oxford. His 

academic training in anthropology has significantly influenced his literary practice, allowing him to 

combine archival research, historical analysis, and imaginative storytelling in a distinctive narrative 

style [1]. 
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Ghosh began his literary career with the publication of The Circle of Reason in 1986, a novel that 

examines issues of rationality, displacement, and transnational mobility. This was followed by The 

Shadow Lines (1988), a work that investigates the fluid nature of national boundaries and collective 

memory through interconnected personal histories [2]. In subsequent novels such as The Glass 

Palace (2000), Ghosh explores the political transformations of Southeast Asia under colonial rule, 

focusing on the complex interactions between empire, migration, and cultural identity [3]. Through 

these narratives, Ghosh consistently demonstrates how historical forces shape social relations and 

individual experiences across geographical and temporal boundaries. 

One of Ghosh’s most significant contributions to historical fiction is the Ibis Trilogy—Sea of 

Poppies (2008), River of Smoke (2011), and Flood of Fire (2015). This trilogy reconstructs the 

nineteenth-century opium trade and highlights the economic and political mechanisms through which 

colonial powers expanded their influence across Asia. By presenting a wide range of characters 

drawn from diverse cultural and social backgrounds, the trilogy reveals the complex global networks 

that underpinned imperial expansion and commercial exchange during the colonial period [4]. 

Through this detailed narrative reconstruction, Ghosh demonstrates how literature can illuminate 

overlooked dimensions of colonial history. 

In addition to his fiction, Ghosh has contributed significantly to contemporary intellectual debates 

through his non-fiction works. In The Great Derangement (2016), he discusses the limitations of 

modern literary forms in addressing the urgent issue of climate change and argues for a broader 

cultural engagement with environmental crises [5]. Similarly, The Nutmeg’s Curse (2021) traces the 

historical relationship between colonial exploitation and ecological destruction, suggesting that the 

roots of present environmental challenges can be found in earlier imperial practices [6]. These works 

extend Ghosh’s exploration of power, history, and environment by connecting past colonial 

structures with contemporary global concerns. 

A distinctive feature of Ghosh’s narrative technique is his ability to blur the boundaries between past 

and present. His novels frequently move across different historical periods, emphasizing that 

historical events continue to influence contemporary social and political realities. By intertwining 

personal memories with broader historical narratives, Ghosh foregrounds the role of memory in 

shaping historical understanding. This narrative strategy challenges the authority of conventional 

historiography and encourages readers to reconsider dominant interpretations of the past [7]. 

The present research paper examines how Amitav Ghosh’s literary works narrate and reinterpret the 

enduring impact of colonial and neocolonial structures. By analysing selected texts, the study 

explores how Ghosh reconstructs historical experiences through narrative techniques that emphasize 

memory, mobility, and cultural interaction. In doing so, the paper seeks to demonstrate how his 

fiction contributes to alternative historiographical perspectives and offers critical insights into the 

continuing influence of colonial power relations in the modern world. 
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II.      REVIEW OF LITEARTURE 

Amitav Ghosh is regarded as one of the most significant contemporary Indian writers whose literary 

works explore themes of colonial history, migration, environmental crisis, and transnational cultural 

interaction. His fiction and non-fiction writings have attracted extensive scholarly attention for their 

ability to merge historical narrative with political critique and cultural memory. Many literary 

scholars situate Ghosh’s works within the broader frameworks of postcolonial theory, globalization 

studies, and environmental humanities. Through complex storytelling techniques and historically 

grounded narratives, Ghosh revisits colonial experiences while simultaneously exposing the lingering 

power structures that resemble modern forms of neocolonial influence [1], [8]. 

One of Ghosh’s most widely studied novels, The Shadow Lines (1988), examines the instability of 

national borders and the constructed nature of political identities. Scholars have noted that the novel 

challenges rigid notions of territorial boundaries by emphasizing shared memories, cross-border 

experiences, and historical interconnectedness. Rather than presenting nations as fixed entities, 

Ghosh portrays them as products of historical imagination and political narratives. Critics argue that 

this approach highlights how colonial histories continue to influence contemporary political 

consciousness and social identities in South Asia and other postcolonial societies [2], [9]. 

The economic and geopolitical consequences of colonial expansion are examined in greater depth in 

Ghosh’s Ibis Trilogy, which includes Sea of Poppies (2008), River of Smoke (2011), and Flood of 

Fire (2015). These novels reconstruct the historical context of the nineteenth-century Opium Wars 

and the global trade networks shaped by British imperialism. Scholars often emphasize that the 

trilogy portrays how colonial economic systems transformed societies across Asia by facilitating the 

movement of commodities, laborers, and migrants across maritime routes. Through the experiences 

of diverse characters, Ghosh illustrates how imperial trade networks generated long-term inequalities 

that continue to shape contemporary global relations. Researchers therefore interpret the trilogy as a 

critique of colonial capitalism and as a narrative reflection on the historical foundations of present-

day neocolonial economic structures [4], [10]. 

In addition to historical fiction, Ghosh has also made substantial contributions to environmental discourse 

through his engagement with climate change. His non-fiction work The Great Derangement: Climate 

Change and the Unthinkable (2016) has generated considerable academic discussion in the field of 

environmental humanities. In this text, Ghosh argues that modern literary traditions have often struggled 

to represent climate change due to the limitations of conventional narrative forms. He suggests that the 

scale and unpredictability of environmental crises require new imaginative approaches in literature. 

Scholars interpret this argument as an important intervention that connects environmental catastrophe to 

the historical processes of industrialization and colonial exploitation [5], [11]. 

Ghosh further develops these ecological concerns in the novel Gun Island (2019), which combines 

elements of myth, migration, and climate-induced displacement. The narrative explores the 

relationship between environmental transformation and global patterns of mobility. Critics observe 
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that the novel highlights the interconnectedness of ecological disruption, economic globalization, and 

historical power structures. By linking contemporary environmental crises to historical processes of 

exploitation, Ghosh presents climate change as both an ecological and socio-political phenomenon 

rooted in colonial histories [12]. 

Another distinctive feature of Ghosh’s writing is his ability to integrate mythological traditions and 

alternative systems of knowledge with scientific and historical narratives. For instance, The Calcutta 

Chromosome (1995) blends scientific investigation with mystical traditions to challenge the 

dominance of Western rationalist discourse. Scholars frequently argue that this narrative technique 

enables Ghosh to question colonial epistemologies and foreground marginalized forms of knowledge 

that were historically excluded from mainstream scientific discourse [13]. 

In addition to thematic richness, Ghosh’s works are notable for their linguistic diversity and narrative 

experimentation. His novels often incorporate multiple languages, dialects, and cultural registers, 

particularly in the Ibis Trilogy, where characters from diverse social and geographical backgrounds 

interact. Scholars argue that this multilingual narrative structure reflects the cultural hybridity 

produced by colonial encounters and global trade networks. Such narrative strategies allow Ghosh to 

represent the voices of marginalized communities while simultaneously reconstructing the historical 

complexity of colonial societies [8], [10]. 

Overall, the existing body of scholarship indicates that Amitav Ghosh’s writings provide a significant 

literary platform for examining the intersections of colonial history, globalization, and environmental 

transformation. His narratives revisit imperial histories while revealing the enduring influence of colonial 

power structures in contemporary global systems. Despite the extensive research conducted on 

postcolonial and ecological themes in Ghosh’s works, the specific framework of neocoloniality as a 

narrative strategy remains comparatively underexplored. Therefore, further scholarly investigation is 

required to understand how Ghosh’s literary narratives reinterpret colonial histories in order to illuminate 

the subtle mechanisms of domination and dependency that characterize modern global relations. 

III. RESEARCH GAP 

Amitav Ghosh’s literary works have attracted substantial scholarly attention, particularly in the fields 

of postcolonial studies, history, migration studies, and environmental humanities. Researchers have 

widely examined his novels for their exploration of colonial histories, cultural encounters, memory, 

and transnational identities. However, despite the growing body of scholarship, several areas remain 

comparatively underexplored. 

First, much of the existing research relies primarily on traditional qualitative literary analysis. With 

the emergence of digital humanities and computational literary studies, there is a noticeable lack of 

studies that apply digital text-analysis techniques to identify recurring thematic patterns, narrative 

structures, and linguistic features in Ghosh’s writings. Integrating computational approaches with 

literary criticism could open new avenues for understanding narrative complexity and thematic 

evolution across his works. 
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Second, although Ghosh’s fiction frequently intersects with historical, anthropological, and 

ecological concerns, interdisciplinary investigations that combine literary studies with fields such as 

environmental history, climate studies, and anthropology remain limited. Such interdisciplinary 

perspectives could provide deeper insight into how Ghosh narrativizes neocolonial power structures, 

ecological crises, and global mobility. 

Therefore, the present study seeks to address these gaps by examining Ghosh’s narratives through a 

broader analytical framework that integrates literary interpretation with interdisciplinary perspectives 

on memory, history, and identity. 

IV. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The present research adopts a qualitative and interpretative methodological framework to examine 

how the literary works of Amitav Ghosh narrativize the continuing influence of colonial structures in 

contemporary global contexts. Literary texts are treated as cultural and historical narratives that 

reflect social realities, ideological formations, and global power relations. Since the objective of this 

study is to explore the representation of neocoloniality, migration, environmental crisis, and 

historical memory in selected works of Amitav Ghosh, a qualitative textual analysis provides an 

appropriate methodological approach. Qualitative literary research allows the researcher to interpret 

narrative structures, thematic patterns, and ideological positions embedded within literary texts. In 

literary scholarship, textual analysis and close reading are widely used to understand how literature 

engages with broader social and historical processes [14], [15]. 

The study is analytical and interpretative in nature and relies on critical reading and thematic 

interpretation of literary texts. Rather than focusing on statistical data or numerical analysis, the 

research investigates narrative discourse, character representation, and thematic development within 

the selected works. The aim is to identify how Amitav Ghosh reconstructs historical events, 

challenges Eurocentric narratives, and represents the voices of marginalized communities affected by 

colonial and neo-imperial structures. Literary narratives often function as sites where historical 

memory, political ideology, and cultural identity intersect, and therefore examining them through 

interpretative analysis enables a deeper understanding of the socio-political contexts represented in 

the texts [16]. 
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Figure 1. Research Framework for Analysing Neocolonial Narratives in the Works of Amitav 

Ghosh 

Source: Developed by the Researcher based on Postcolonial and Ecocritical Literary Frameworks. 

The research is based on both primary and secondary sources. The primary sources include selected 

novels and non-fiction works written by Amitav Ghosh that engage with themes of colonial history, 

global trade networks, environmental change, migration, and cultural identity. Major texts examined 

in this study include The Shadow Lines (1988), In an Antique Land (1992), The Calcutta 

Chromosome (1995), The Glass Palace (2000), The Hungry Tide (2004), the Ibis Trilogy (Sea of 

Poppies (2008), River of Smoke (2011), and Flood of Fire (2015)), and Gun Island (2019). In 

addition, Ghosh’s influential non-fiction work The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the 

Unthinkable (2016) is included in the analysis because it provides critical reflections on the 

relationship between literature and environmental crisis. These texts collectively offer a 

comprehensive perspective on the historical, cultural, and environmental themes that characterize 

Ghosh’s literary contributions. 

Secondary sources are also consulted to support the interpretation of the primary texts. These include 

scholarly books, peer-reviewed research articles, critical essays, and academic publications on 

Amitav Ghosh, postcolonial theory, and environmental humanities. Interviews with the author and 
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relevant newspaper and magazine articles are also examined to understand the broader intellectual 

context of his writings. Academic databases and digital research repositories are used to obtain 

reliable scholarly materials. Secondary literature helps situate Ghosh’s works within broader 

theoretical discussions related to postcolonial studies, globalization, environmental discourse, and 

world literature. 

Table 1: Selected Works of Amitav Ghosh and Major Themes 

S.No Work of Amitav 

Ghosh 

Year Major Themes Relevance to Neocolonial 

Analysis 

1 The Shadow Lines 1988 Memory, Partition, 

National Identity 

Examines political borders and 

postcolonial identity formation 

2 In an Antique 

Land 

1992 Historical trade, cultural 

exchange 

Explores pre-colonial global 

networks and cultural interaction 

3 The Calcutta 

Chromosome 

1995 Science, colonial medicine, 

knowledge systems 

Challenges Western dominance in 

scientific history 

4 The Glass Palace 2000 Colonial expansion, 

migration, empire 

Depicts British imperialism in 

South and Southeast Asia 

5 The Hungry Tide 2004 Environment, 

displacement, Sundarbans 

ecology 

Highlights human-environment 

conflict and marginal communities 

6 Sea of Poppies 2008 Colonial trade, opium 

economy, migration 

Shows the global impact of 

colonial economic networks 

7 River of Smoke 2011 Trade, globalization, 

colonial commerce 

Explores transnational trade and 

imperial power structures 

8 Flood of Fire 2015 War, empire, colonial 

politics 

Analyses the First Opium War and 

imperial expansion 

9 The Great 

Derangement 

2016 Climate change, literature, 

ecological crisis 

Critiques literature’s failure to 

address climate change 

10 Gun Island 2019 Climate migration, 

mythology, globalization 

Connects environmental crises 

with global displacement 

Source: Compiled by the Researcher from the works of Amitav Ghosh. 

The thematic analysis of the selected texts focuses on several interconnected themes that are central 

to Amitav Ghosh’s literary vision. One of the major themes explored in this study is colonialism and 

its continuing impact in contemporary global systems. Ghosh’s narratives frequently revisit colonial 

histories in order to demonstrate how imperial trade networks, migration systems, and economic 
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exploitation shaped modern global relations. The Ibis Trilogy, for instance, reconstructs the history 

of the opium trade and its role in the colonial economy, highlighting how colonial policies influenced 

migration and labour systems across Asia and beyond [4]. Through the representation of 

marginalized groups such as indentured labourers, sailors, and traders, Ghosh challenges dominant 

historical narratives and foregrounds the experiences of those who were often excluded from official 

histories. 

Another important thematic focus of the research is migration and displacement. Migration is a 

recurring motif in Ghosh’s works, reflecting the global movement of people caused by political 

conflicts, economic pressures, and environmental changes. In novels such as The Shadow Lines and 

The Hungry Tide, the author explores how migration shapes personal identities and collective 

memories. These narratives demonstrate how national borders and political conflicts influence 

individual lives while also revealing the interconnected nature of global histories. Migration in 

Ghosh’s works is not merely a physical movement but also a cultural and psychological experience 

that affects the construction of identity and belonging [2]. 

Environmental crisis and climate change form another significant dimension of the analysis. Amitav 

Ghosh is widely recognized for addressing ecological concerns in both fiction and non-fiction. His 

work The Great Derangement argues that modern literature has largely failed to respond adequately 

to the challenges posed by climate change and environmental degradation. According to Ghosh, the 

climate crisis requires new narrative approaches capable of representing large-scale environmental 

transformations and their impact on human societies [5]. Novels such as Gun Island and The Hungry 

Tide illustrate how environmental disasters influence migration, economic structures, and social 

inequalities, particularly in vulnerable regions such as coastal and deltaic ecosystems. 

The study also examines the narrative techniques used by Amitav Ghosh in representing historical 

and social complexities. His narratives frequently employ nonlinear storytelling, shifting between 

different historical periods in order to highlight the connections between past and present. Multiple 

narrative perspectives are often used to present diverse viewpoints and cultural experiences, thereby 

challenging singular historical narratives. Ghosh also integrates historical documents, myths, and oral 

traditions into his storytelling, creating a dialogue between fiction and historical reality. Another 

distinctive feature of his writing is the use of multiple languages and dialects within the narrative, 

reflecting the multicultural environments of colonial trade routes and migration networks [7]. 

The analytical framework of the research draws upon several theoretical perspectives, including 

postcolonial theory, ecocriticism, and narrative theory. Postcolonial theory provides the primary 

conceptual foundation for examining how colonial power relations and cultural hierarchies are 

represented within literary texts. Scholars such as Edward Said and Homi K. Bhabha have 

emphasized how colonial discourse shapes cultural representation and historical narratives [17], [9]. 

Ecocritical approaches are employed to analyse the environmental dimensions of Ghosh’s works and 

their engagement with climate change and ecological justice. Narrative theory is also applied to 
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examine how storytelling techniques influence the representation of historical and political realities 

in literature. 

The research procedure involves several stages. First, relevant primary texts are selected based on 

their thematic relevance to colonial history, migration, and environmental discourse. Second, a 

review of existing scholarly literature is conducted in order to identify theoretical perspectives and 

research gaps related to Amitav Ghosh’s writings. Third, the selected texts are examined through 

close reading in order to identify recurring themes, narrative patterns, and ideological 

representations. Finally, the findings are interpreted within the broader framework of postcolonial 

and environmental literary studies. 

Overall, the methodological approach adopted in this research enables a comprehensive 

understanding of Amitav Ghosh’s literary contributions. By combining textual interpretation with 

theoretical analysis, the study demonstrates how literature can serve as a powerful medium for 

exploring historical memory, global inequalities, and environmental crises. Through this approach, 

the research highlights the ways in which Ghosh’s narratives illuminate the continuing influence of 

colonial histories while also addressing pressing contemporary concerns related to globalization, 

migration, and climate change. 

V.      RESEARCH FINDINGS 

The analysis of selected literary works by Amitav Ghosh demonstrates that his narratives provide an 

insightful exploration of historical processes, cultural identities, migration patterns, and ecological 

concerns within the broader framework of postcolonial discourse. Through a careful blending of 

historical documentation and imaginative storytelling, Ghosh constructs literary spaces where the 

past and present intersect. His novels not only revisit colonial histories but also reinterpret them from 

perspectives that foreground marginalized voices, transnational encounters, and environmental 

realities. 

1. History as a Continuing Influence 

The study finds that the novels of Amitav Ghosh portray history as an active force that continues to 

shape contemporary identities and social structures. Works such as The Glass Palace and The Ibis 

Trilogy illustrate how colonial histories influence modern political, cultural, and economic realities. 

2. Global Interconnectedness in Colonial History 

The narratives highlight the interconnected nature of global events such as trade, migration, and 

imperial expansion. In Sea of Poppies, the historical context of the nineteenth-century opium trade 

demonstrates how colonial economic systems connected different regions and communities across 

Asia. 

 

 

3. Migration and Cultural Hybridity 
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The research shows that migration and displacement are central themes in Ghosh’s fiction. Novels 

like The Shadow Lines and The Hungry Tide portray the experiences of migrants and displaced 

populations, emphasizing cultural hybridity and questioning rigid national boundaries. 

4. Critique of Colonial Power Structures 

Ghosh’s works critically examine the exploitative nature of colonial rule and its lasting socio-

economic consequences. Through narratives set in colonial Asia, particularly in The Ibis Trilogy, the 

texts expose the inequalities and injustices embedded within imperial systems. 

5. Narrative Innovation and Linguistic Diversity 

The study finds that Ghosh employs innovative narrative techniques, including multiple narrators and 

non-linear storytelling. His use of diverse linguistic forms—such as Bhojpuri, Bengali, and pidgin 

dialects in Sea of Poppies—reflects the multicultural and multilingual realities of colonial societies. 

VI. SUGGESTIONS 

The literary works of Amitav Ghosh offer significant scope for interdisciplinary academic research. 

The following suggestions indicate possible directions for future scholarly inquiry: 

• Comparative Literary Analysis: Compare Ghosh’s narratives with works of other 

international writers dealing with colonial history, migration, and globalization to understand 

similarities and differences in representing neocolonial experiences. 

• Climate Change and Environmental Discourse: Examine how Ghosh’s writings contribute 

to discussions on climate change, ecological crisis, and environmental activism within literary 

and cultural studies. 

• Historical Fiction and Diaspora Studies: Analyze Ghosh’s role in shaping modern 

historical fiction and his portrayal of migration, transnational identities, and diasporic 

experiences. 

• South Asian Feminist Perspectives: Investigate the representation of gender roles, women’s 

agency, and cultural negotiations in his works from the perspective of South Asian feminist 

scholarship. 

• Digital Age Literary Reception: Explore how digital platforms, online scholarship, and 

global readership are influencing the interpretation, circulation, and academic engagement 

with Ghosh’s literary works. 
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